THE COURT OF JUSTICE

The Court of Justice of the
European Communities
was created on 1952 by the
Treaty of Paris establishing
the ECSC. It has the role of
ensuring EU legislation is
uniformly interpreted and
applied in all Member States.
The Court has the power to
settle legal disputes between
Member States,

EU institutions, businesses
and individuals. The Court
is composed of one judge per
Member State, appointed for
a period of six years, so

that all the EU’s national
Judiciaries are represented.

To help the Court of Justice
cope with the thousands of
cases brought before it, and
to offer citizens better legal
protection, a “Court of First
Instance” was created in 1989.

THE COURT OF AUDITORS

The Court of Auditors, which
was established in 1977,
checks that all the Union’s
revenue has been received
and all its expenditure
incurred in a lawful and
regular manner and that the
EU budget has been managed
soundly. The Court has

one member from each EU
country, appointed by

the Council for a renewable
term of six years.

THE EUROPEAN INVESTMENT BANK
The mission of the EIB,

which was set up in 1958,

is to invest in projects that
promote the objectives of the
European Union. It is non-
profit-making and levies no
charges on the accounts. It is
financed through borrowing
on the financial markets and
by the bank’s shareholders

- the Member States of the
European Union. They
subscribe jointly to its capital,
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LUXEMBOURG, JUDICIARY
CAPITAL OF EUROPE

The choice of Luxembourg as a provi-
sional headquarters for the European
Union in 1952 was not an entirely inno-
cent one. Its size seemed to preclude it
from being the capital of Europe. Being
at the crossroads of Latin and Germanic
civilisations, its openness and its size
were, however, true assets.

Unlike in Brussels, the institutions were
located on undeveloped land to the
north-east of the city of Luxembourg.
The Kirchberg plateau is demarcated
by the Griinewald (the largest forest in
the grand duchy of Luxembourg), the
motorway bypass and the magnificent
valleys of the Alzette river and its tribu-
taries, which separate the plateau from
the city centre.

Since the early 1990s, the Kirchberg
plateau has undergone radical ur-
ban changes and has attracted much
propertyinvestment, both publicand
private. The European institutions
which are there - the Court of Jus-
tice, the Court of Auditors, the Sec-
retariat of the European Parliament
and the European Investment Bank
- now enjoy a more coherent urban
environment.

LUXEMBOURG, CAPITALE
JUDICIAIRE DE L’EUROPE

Le choix de Luxembourg comme siége
précaire de I’'Union européenne en 1952
n’était pas innocent. Sa dimension sem-
blait 'écarter du statut de capitale de
P’Europe. Au carrefour des civilisations
latine et germanique, son ouverture
et sa taille représentaient pourtant un
atout certain.

Contrairement a Bruxelles, les institu-
tions ont été implantées sur un terrain
vierge situé au nord-est de la ville de
Luxembourg. Le plateau du Kirchberg
est délimité par le Griinewald, qui est
la plus grande forét du grand-duché
de Luxembourg, le contournement
autoroutier et les superbes vallées de
I'Alzette et de ses affluents qui séparent
le plateau du centre-ville.

Depuis le début des années 9o, le pla-
teau du Kirchberg subit une mutation
urbanistique profonde et attire a lui de
1xinvesti: immobiliers,
tant publics que privés. Les institutions
européennes qui y sont présentes —
la Cour de Justice, la Cour des Comptes,
le secrétariat du Parlement européen
et la Banque européenne d’investisse-
ment — bénéficient désormais d’un en-
vironnement urbain plus cohérent.
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LUXEMBURG, JUSTITIELE
HOOFDSTAD VAN EUROPA

De keuze van Luxemburg als voorlopige
zetel van de Europese Economische Ge-
meenschap in 1952 was weloverwogen.
Door haar bescheiden omvang leek de
stad ongeschikt als hoofdstad van Eu-
ropa. De combinatie van Latijnse en
Germaanse invloeden, het open karak-
ter en de kleinschaligheid waren even-
wel belangrijke troeven.

De instellingen werden, anders dan
in Brussel, gevestigd op onbebouwde
grond in het noordoosten van de stad.
Het Kirchbergplateau wordt begrensd
door het Griinewald (het grootste bos
van het Groothertogdom Luxemburg),
de autosnelweg en de prachtige dalen
van de Alzette en zijn zijrivieren die het
plateau scheiden van het centrum van
de stad.

Sinds begin jaren ‘9o wordt het Kirchberg-
plateau grondig heringericht en inves-
teren en de openbare en de particuliere

LUXEMBURG,
JUSTIZHAUPTSTADT EUROPAS
DieWahlLuxemburgsalsvorldufigerSitz
der Europdischen Union im Jahre 1952
war nicht zuféllig. Angesichts seiner
Groe kam Luxemburg als Hauptstadt
Europas nicht in Frage. Aufgrund seiner
Lage an der Schnittstelle zwischen der
romanischen und germanischen Welt
waren Luxemburgs Weltoffenheit und
GroBe dennoch von Vorteil.

Im Gegensatz zu Briissel wurden die
Institutionen auf einem unbebauten
Geldnde im Nordosten der Stadt Lu-
xemburg angesiedelt. Das Kirchberg-
Plateau ist umgeben vom Griinewald,
dem grofiten Wald des GroBherzog-
tums Luxemburg, der Stadtautobahn
und den schonen Télern der Alzette und
ihrer Zuflisse, die das Plateau von der
Stadtmitte trennen.

Seit den goer Jahren erlebt das Kirchberg-
Plateau eine erhebliche stadtebauliche
Veranderung und wird fiir zahlreiche 6f-

sector er in talrijke dgoed

fentlicheundprivatel obilienunterneh-
men i . Die dort iedelten

jecten. Daardoor heeft de omgeving van
de hier gevestigde Europese instellingen
—het Hof van Justitie, de Rekenkamer, het
secretariaat van het Europese Parlement
en de Europese Investeringsbank — een
meer stedelijk karakter gekregen.
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l 1973: European Investment Bank
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europdischen Institutionen - Gerichtshof,
Rechnungshof, Sekretariat des Europd-
ischen Parlaments und Europdische In-
vestitionsbank - sind hierdurch besseran
das stddtische Leben angebunden.
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® 1980: Building of Luxembourg Chamber

1966: Tower Building (Alcide de Gasperi)
M architects: Michel Mousel and Gaston Witry
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